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PHOTO 
Wrecked Albright home 
Fireman at Austin, Texas, are seen attempting to extricate the body of Capt. A.F. Aveline, 
Mexican army aviator whose plane crashed into the home of a University of Texas professor, 
killing two yaer-old Leonard H. Albright and  injuring his three year-old brother.  
 
DEATH TAKES A. J. Blowers Early Today 
Thurs. Sept 2, 1937 
Prominent Wabash Township Man Is Dead; Funeral Here Saturday 
Andrew J. Blowers, aged 70, prominent Wabash township farmer and brick layer, died at 9:15 
o’clock this morning at t he home of a daughter, Mrs. Goldie Booher, at Geneva. Mr. Blowers 
had been sick for eight weeks, suffering from complications. He grew gradually weaker until 
death. 
Mr. Blowers was well and widely known. Besides farming and laying bricks, he wrote many 
poems, several of them having been published in the Berne Review and other papers. His 
health had been failing for some time.  
Mr. Blowers was born in Jefferson township, Sept 27,186, a son of Jack and Adeline Swank 
Blowers. He was married to Margaret Anna Aumiller on Sept. 12 1888. The couple spent their 
entire life in this community except one year when they resided in Michigan. Mr. Blowers had 
lived in Wabash twp., southeast of Berne, for many years. 
Surviving are the widow and the following children: Mrs. Ollie Beerbower, Malden, Mo.; Alonzo 
Blowers, Albion, Ind; Archie, Columbia City; Noah, Monroe; Vernon, Battle Creek, Mich.; 
Everett, Portland, Mrs. Miola Derrickson, Geneva; Mrs. Goldie Booher, Geneva, and Chas., of 
Berne. Four children are deceased, Mrs. Marie Eckrote, Dewey, George Virgil and one in 
infancy.  
One sister survives, Mrs. Rose Umback, of Fort Wayne. Thirty five grandchildren also survive. 
Three brothers and one sister preceded. They are, John, William, Lon and Mollie. 
Mr. Blowers was a member of the Mennonite church here. The funeral will be held Saturday 
afternoon at 1:30 o’clock at the home and at 2 o’clock at the Mennonite church, Rev. C.H. 
Suckau officiating. Burial will be in the M.R. E. cemetery.  
 
FORMER BERNE YOUTH WED 
Thurs. Jan. 21, 1937 
Martin Zuercher, son of the late Sam Zuercher of this place and manager of the Haffner 5-cent 
to $1.00 store at Garrett was married to Miss Madeline Byanskie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Byanskie in a ceremony at Chicago Sunday.  
The vows were taken at the parish of the ST. Agatha’s church at Chicago with Rev. Daniel B. 
O’Rourke receiving the vows in the simple but impressive ceremony at 2:30 o’clock. 
Attending the couple were Miss Kathryn Redmond, a close friend of the bride and Robert 
Byanskie, brother to the bride. 



Mr. and Mrs. Zuercher will be at home in Garrett where Mr. Zuercher will continue to manage 
the store. He has been with the firm over two years and has managed the Garrett store for 
nearly two years.  
George and Jeptha Zuercher of this place attended the wedding.  
 
IN OXYGEN TENT 
MRS. J.W. Davis, aged 70, of Alexandria, who is in a critical condition in the Adams county 
hospital, suffering from injuries received in an automobile accident, was placed under an 
oxygen tent today. She is reported slightly improved.  
 
MAN FATALLY HURT IN AUTO CRASH SUNDAY 
Thurs. July 8, 1937 
J.W. Davis, 77, of Alexandria Dies; Wife in Serious Condition 
John W. Davis, 78, well-known Alexandria painter, died at 9:15 o’clock Tuesday morning at the 
Adams County Memorial hospital at Decatur from injuries sustained in an automobile crash 
Sunday at 1:30 pm on US road 27 at the Noah Rich farm site. He sustained a fractured leg. His 
wife, 63, who also was hurt, is in a critical condition at the hospital, pneumonia having 
developed. There machine was in a collision with one operated by Ralph Cain of Middlebury, 
who escaped injury. Mrs. Cain received a fractured pelvis.  
The body of Mr. Davis was taken to Alexandria. 
The condition of Mrs. Davis today was reported as slightly improved but still critical and little 
hope was held for her recovery. She has a fractured left thigh, fractured right arm and a broken 
collarbone. Death of Mr. Davis was ascribed to shock, uremia, a compound fracture of his right 
leg and bad cuts and bruises.  
The Bierie and Yager ambulance here was called into service and Mr. and Mrs. Cain, who had 
been enroute to Bryant to pay a visit, were rushed to the office of a local physician. Later they 
were removed to the hospital at Decatur.  
Mrs. Cain was dismissed from the hospital Tuesday night. Her husband escaped injury in the 
nearly head-on collision. 
Mr. and Mrs. Davis were married only five months ago. After winning a car in a nationally 
advertised grocery contest, the couple decided to combine a holiday trip and belated 
honeymoon. 
No one was informed as to their definite destination on the trip, the couple stating that they 
were going touring. The couple was enroute north at the time of the crash.  
Davis has two sisters living: Mrs. Lulu James, and Mrs. Mary Lazareth, both of Alexandria. Mrs. 
Davis’ name before her marriage was Demcher. 
Coroner to Investigate 
Sheriff Dallas Brown stated today that he would turn the investigation over to County Coroner 
Robert Zwick. Cain told Sheriff Brown that he thought he was on the right side of the pavement 
when the crash occurred. It is possible that further investigation may bring out more definite 
details of the wreck, Sheriff Brown stated.  

 


